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The e which our dear . Sitter wiſhed 
me to improve on this ſolemn occaſion, you have | 
in the xvth chapter of PauL's firſt Epiſtle to the 

Corinthians, and the 37th verſe. 1 „ 


But thanks 1 God, which giveth US. tbe victory. 
through our FE ct Ch rist. | 


" brethren, when. we take a furvey of the 

' mournful enſigns of death, and recolle& at 

the ſame time that its ravages are univerſal, it may 
appear exceedingly ſtrange to hear of any one of 
the human race ſpeaking of victory over it. It 
ſeems. moſt natural to conclude that the victory 
belongs to death and not to us. And yet ſtrange 
and unaccountable as it may at firſt ſight appear, 
we have heard of thoſe, who, though they know 
_ themſelves to be the moſt certain prey, of death, 
and who had received repeated warnings of its 


ſpeedy approach, ſhout victory over it. Nor were 
| —_ the only perfons whoſe judgment was unin- 


* | 8 93 
"bo W | formed, ; 
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3 who were in the habits of deciding cs 
but on the contrary thoſe whoſe judgment was the 
moſt ſound and rational, who were endowed with 
all neceſſary aſſiſtance for aſcertaining the true ſtate 
of the caſe; and-who, were laid under the moſt ſa- 
Fred obligations to make the moſt impartial inquiry 
- and the moſt faithful report. Fhis obſervation 
would receive abundant confirmation from an intro- 
duttion of numberleſs inſtances of perſons in latter 
ages, whom we have either perſonally known, or of 

| _ whom we have heard or read; but it is quite ſuf- 
- ficient to remark that amongſt thoſe who have hap- 
pily triumphed over death we are to rank the great 


| Apoſtle Paul, whoſe. teſtimony and example will 


by all be readily allowed to be of the greateſt weight. 
He not only triumphs over death. himſelf, but in a 
VE certain ſenſe leads the way for others to trivaphalls. 


He does ſo; in various parts of his writings; but 
in none more emphatically than in the words of my 
text, and the whole of the ſentence with which it 
is connefted; which puts a moſt animating cloſe to 
the moſt celebrated treatiſe. that was ever penned in 


2 defence of the doctrine of the Reſurrection of the 


Dead; a dgftrine, the truth of which ſome in the 
church at Corinth had denied. When this cor- 


«+ ruptible ſhall have put on incorruption, and this 
25 mortal Jhall have put on . val verſe 54) 


« then 


K 5 | | 
94 the ſhalt be brought to SY the 65 ie 
4 written, Death is ſwallowed t up in victory N 
death, where is thy ſting? O grave, where is Mos <> 
victory? Theting of death is ſin, and the firength 
66 of fin is the law. But thanks be to God wha 
* giveth us the victory through our Lord Jeſus - 
« Chriſt.” No doubt can be entertained but the 
Apoſtle conſiders the victory of -which he here 
ſpeaks as peculiar to real Christians. Over all others, 
death maintains its power, and reigns with uncon- 
_ trolled ſway; and it is equally evident that he 
extends this bleſſed privilege to all real chriſtians. 
All of them have an infallible claim to this viftory, 
though they may not all fee it; or be able at all 
- IF times to realize it. Nor is it leſs certain that the 
5 Apoſtle had ſubſtantial ground to go upon When he 
| makes ſuch a declaration. Guided as he was by 
"the Spirit of Truth in his refearches and in his 
writings, he could, neither be deceived himſelf nor - 
| deceive others, He tells us this victory is obtained | 
by Jefus Chrift; and that the whole of it is to be 
attributed to the rich bounty and matchlefs grace of 
God, who hath given us Chriſt; and this with all 
c other bleſſings in him, and who on that account is 
intitled to our warmeſt and moſt laſting - praiſes. 
- From the words therefore we may ſafely infer this 
s || dofrine, which I ſhall lay as the foundation of Wh 
) 4 Sos farther to advance on this occaſion. © 
1 * 2 Howeser 
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However formidable an enemy death. may be, yet, 


| God by Jesus Christ bas given. to all real. e, the 
eee. it. ; 


- 
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10 deſeribe that « enemy « over er which chriſtians 
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ave the ler given them. : 


It 
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. II. "Tor hos: what i is included 3 in vid o over 
it; ;—and | 

+ If - 'To prove the —_ of the ee ; or in 
E other words to ſhew, that when real chriſtians EDDY 
EE, = 4 the language of 1x te text it 1s not a wann boaſt. 
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5 Let r me a liel; more dende n this 
enemy over which the victory is here ſaid to be 
given, and that i is Death. And here we are to con- 
| fider death in its moſt fearful. ſhape; armed with all 
_ thoſe terrors with which it would have attacked us had 
it not been for the undertaking of Chriſt: and here 
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7 . Death tears. us away n all our 7 connections and 
as the tenderest. ties mmer. 
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eee are 8 3 by.v various. ties, 
bome of which are peculiarly ſtrong, and cannot be 
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torn e without occaſioning the moſt exqyuiſite 
pain. Such as the ties of friendſhip' and of con- 
ſanguinity; the ties that bind one friend to another, . 

that bind brothers or ſiſters to each other, that bind 


children to their parents, and parents to their chil- 
dren; that unite in a manner the moſt cloſe and en- 


dearing the huſband to the wife, and the wife the 


huſband. But death cuts them all aſunder.. I 
pays no regard to intreaties, to affection, or to _ | 


Thoſe who are arreſted by it take their laſt farewell 
of thoſe they knew and loved. Survivers take a 
long farewell of thoſe whoſe company, whoſe con- 


verſe,.whoſe tender and endearing embraces conſti- 


tuted the very balm of life, and ſeemed as- dear to 


them as their own ſouls. The. eye of him that 


bath ſeen them ſhall ſee them no more for ever. * 
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2. Death js preceded by: a-numerous host of diseases. 


Theſe make way for it, and proclaim its approach. 


And how numerous, and how painful they are you 
need not be told. Sometimes their progreſs is ex- 
ceedingly fwift and violent; andi at other times flow: 

and tedious; gradually drinking up the ſpitits and” 


undermining: the. conſtitution,” till at length the 


tabernacle falls; And in the nearer approaches-of | 
death, how painful often is the ſtruggle! Thoſe on 


oo n ſeizes in all its force, and ho are quite 


dm | B unac cquainted 
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TY 
unacquainted with him who is its only conqueror, 
how dreadful the conflict! a guilty ſoul, viewing the 
_ dreadful doom that awaits it, intrenches itſelf in the 
deepeſt receſſes of the body; but death determined 
not to leave his work undone, purſues it into every 
apartment, and at laſt with relentleſs fury forces it 
to quit its hold! | Believers in Chriſt who have no- 
thing to fear from it cannot themſelves eſcape many 
ſtruggles in it. Souls attempered to the heavenly 
. world, and tired of the fetters of mortality, and this 
priſon of clay, attrafted by the glories of that bright 
world full in view, eagerly ſtrive to diſengage 
themſelves from cumbrous fleſh; and on the other 
band bodies loth to loſe their loved inhabitants 
and drop into the duſt, ſtrive to retain” them a 
little longer. Is it at all to be wondered at if 


| * ſaints when "Fg n have their mortal rome 
convulſed?ꝰ ; 


"_ Death' redicts the' body to a lifeless lump of dey, 
| A. renders RM mw fo be e in ibe earib. 


| , ee e firltchrentenings « Duſt 
s thou art, and unto duſt thou ſhalt return. The 
_ countenance that bloomed with health waxes pale; 
thoſe eyes that once ſparkled with vivacity, are for- 
ever cloſed; che tongue that entertained and en- 
n e ance is ſealed up in ſilence; the 


J Jimbs 
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limbs that once were active grow cold and motions 
leſs; the lungs and heart ceaſe to perform their vital 
functions. The whole is reduced to a maſs of putri- 
faction, ſo that he who onee beheld the pleaſing 


animated frame, with ſenſations peculiarly delightful, 


now turns from the pale; breathleſs corpſe with dif 


_ guſt, and ſays, © Give me a place that I may bury 


my dead out of my ſight.” Speedily thoſe parts 


of it which are proper food for worms, become 


their prey, and the refuſe is erumbled to duſt, and 


fo mingled with the earth out of which it was taken, 


chat none but the eye * an. can WES the ak 


ference. _ 


Painful a4 theſe views of Diet #6; A thibgh 


they make our ſouls recoil at the thought of its 


approach, what one of the ſacred writers ſays of the 


| blefſed God may be applied to the ſubject in hand, 
Lo theſe are but parts of his ways, but the thun · 
125 ther” of his x power % who can md kot, 5 


4. Death aumntons ith ads to . birt Galant 


e en e nee e ee 


We have already obſerved that, itt the N 
| viable, death is not merely to be conſidered 
in that limited form in which it attacks the beſt of 
men, ene which it attacks 


8 | : _ he 


1 
che worſt; in which it would have attacked all man- 
kind, but for the undertaking of the Lord Jeſus 

Chriſt. Now all mankind have ſinned againſt the 
great God of heaven and earth, have by ſinning 
affronted his ſacred Majeſty, and aimed to overturn 
his government; have broken his juſt and holy law, 
and incurred the dreadful ſentence it pronounces 

againſt all tranſgreſſions. As ſoon as ever men 
begin to ſin, which is as ſoon as they begin to 
breathe, they e to be called upon to anſwer 


for their crimes; but. during the time they are per- 


mitted to live they have a reſpite granted them, and 
the forbearance of their offended Sovereign is exer- 

_ Ciſed towards them. A period is, however affixed 

to this forbearance, and when that arrives, a warrant 
— ® apprehend them is iſſued out. This warrant is 
| ſerved upon them by death. It not only ſummons | 
their ſpuls to quit the tenements of clay they have 
long inhabited, but to quit them i in order to appear 
before the bar of God, there to be. charged with 
their numberleſs, aggravated crimes, to receive ſen- 


' tence for them, and to be ordered for execution. 


This is that which gives ĩt all its terrors. Conſcience _ 
tells the ſinner he is guilty, and that he cannot 
bear the frowns of that God, whoſe: majeſty he has 
inſulted, and whoſe power he has ſo often defied. 
The ſting of de th, (ſays the Apoſtle) is ſin, and 
the Rrength, of ga. is the law.“ And how dreadful 


1 1 
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1 „ 

a ſting is that with which ſin arms him! Sin, which 

has as much malignity in it as the law has goodneſs, 

and the law-giver has ability to carry its ſentence 

into effect Once mores, : | 
7 ; Death, extents 0 the utmor «penal due. to our 

erimes. 


— 


It 3 only : arreſts the criminal, and ; drags hin 
before the tribunal of God, but carries the ſen- 


| tence into execution. And hence when the bodies 


of the ungodly ſhall be raiſed, and placed before 


the judgment ſeat of Chriſt at the laſt day, and be 


judged according to their works, it is ſaid, „Death 
and Hell were caſt into the lake of fire; "this is 


8 the ſecond Don VVV 
4 * be a — 4 * _ 8 * 144 : x. * 
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Such is "oO enemy. aich men ww ads; 2 


an enemy through fear of whom they may well 


be faid to be all their life time ſubject to bondage. 


But it is an enemy over which it is the diſtinguiſhing 


privilege of Chriſtians to triumph. God, fay: they, 


giveth' us the victory, COT Pars Les 2 


be e this leads r me bots: B 
u. To ſhew what is included in dae over it. 
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This, as the words before my text inform us, 18 
fin. And whilſt it comes to us armed with this 
dreadful ling, inſtead of obtaining victory over it. 
we muſt infallibly fall under it. kt is then a mefſen- 
ger of wrath, diſpatched from the great Sovereign 
of the univerſe toarreft us and bring us to his bar; 
a a meſſenger whom in the execution of his office he 
will ſupport, and whoſe buſineſs cannot be left un- 
done. In this dreadful point of light, who can hope 
to be victorious? Who can elude his ſearch? 
Who can withſtand his power ? In order therefore 
10 victory over him he muſt be deprived of this 
power and ceaſc to approach us in that capacity 
This is the firſt ſtep towards victory. And this 
v ben obtained fecures all the reſt. n how- 

| ever further includes, ; 


+. Daten from all ry by 


| Though it Gould not Enally ruin us yet f 1 
does us any material and laſting injury, our victory 
over it cannot be ſaid to be complete; not fo com- 
plete as is here repreſented, and which enables us 
to ſet it at bold defiance. * O death, where is thy 
4 ſting? O grave, where is thy victory? Which 
ſurely cannot be leſs than ſaying. Whatever evils 


may proclaim thy approach, whatever inroads 
; ' Miu mayeſt _ upon * whatever acts 
25 60 of 


FT a 3 
© of violence thou mayeſt commit upon this mor- 
* tal frame, it is not te do us any real harm.” Cot- 


reſponding with ow: the Apoſtle elſewhere afſerts | 


nas: to- 3 is 3 


3. Miſter Swi the fur oft another wo 


nu... 


Though i be ho productive of our complete 
ruin, though it upon the Whole do us no material 
injury, yet if it keep us in conſtant terror, we cannot 


be ſaid to have the victory over it. And it muſt 
be acknowledged that independent of its penal na 


ture and of the injury it may threaten us with, there 


is ſomething in the very aſpect of death which looks f 


ghaſtly and frightful, and makes us turn away from 
it with diſguſt. To languiſh away under the power 

of diſeaſe, to be forced to quit: the ſociety to which 

we have been long accuſtomed; to have our bodies 
encloſed in a: coffin and depoſited: in the earth᷑; to 
have our fouls ejected from their accuſtomed/dwel- 
ling, and paſs through regions no concealed: from 


human ſight, and to be ſurrounded with beings to 


us while in the preſent ſtate inviſible; to. ſtand the 
teſt of the Divine ſcrutiny, and. to paſs a deciſion 
which will never berecalled; and on which our ſtate 
for ever muſt. depend. tlieſe ſolemn theſe awful 
proſpetts make our nature ſhudder, and leud us to 

wiſh 


EO A. 24 1] . 
with for a diſcharge in "that war. But when the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks of victory, he as it were bids us defy 
its terrors: he claims it as his privilege, yea as the 

privilege of all believers, to be above its fears, to 
invite its approach, and to meet it without reluc- 


| tance.: It is true, that owing to the frailty of nature 


and the weakneſs of faith, all believers cannot act 


with the ſame holy magnanimity towards it, but all 


have cauſe to do it; all will find that when they 


come into the actual engagement with it, their 
fears were wholly Nene, But this _— | 


over e neg . On "ous ent ONT: 


$f The Deduction 1 its t. 

n k it - ſhould FR deprive of that with ae 
it wounds, though its injuries ſhould be repaired 
by the participation of good that ſhall more than 
counter- balance them, yea though it be ſtripped 


of all its terrors and forced to lay aſide its for- 


midable array, yet while its exiſtence remains, 
While any veſtiges of its devaſtations continue, vic- 

tory will be incomplete. It enters into the world 
as the reproach of human nature, and whilſt any 
traces of its being, or its effects continue, ſo many 


monuments of our reproach and difhonour remain. 
To be completely victorious therefore i is to loſe ſight 
oF it and all its effects 1 in e ſhape whatever, — 


to have 


— 
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to have it wallowed ub. Then will the victory be 
complete. And the proſpe& of it enables us to 


triumph over it now; and, as the elders of Iſrael 


under the conduct of the victorious Joſhua, t to tread 
upon the neck of this our mighty A biu6” 


| Such, my brethren, are the animating proſpetis. 
which the goſpel opens to our view ; ſuch the tri- 


umphant language it gives every believer a right 
to uſe... This however leads me, 


III. To prove the truth of ths 8 we its 


advanced > > Or in other words to ſhew that when 
real chriſtians adopt the language of * text it is 


not a . boaſt. 


The 8 itſelf; is od „ 11 0 A 


** where is thy ſting? O grave, where is thy vic- 


© tory? Thanks be to God who giveth us the victory 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt! He hath given 


us the victory over the laſt, the greateſt, the moſt 
formidable of all enemies; a victory the moſt ſignal 


and complete; a victory which includes the victo,y 


But has God, by Jeſus' 
Chriſt given to believers ſuch a e P Yes. For, 


over every other enemy. 


© Ferns Chris! Fae. + 3 satisfaction PRA Sin, 


$4. la ee! them from on: Foat, is Penal in death, 
2 C 
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yet inflicted; but the ſatis faction our Redeemer has 


Ahe ſting of death is kn w un Aveng of 
eſin is the law.“ But we know that the Son 
of God was manifeſted that he might take away 
our fin. P' It is true that as the wages of fin is 
death, and as the tranſgreſſion of the law expoſes 
to its curſe, ſo ſin can never be taken away but by 
dying, by bearing that curſe; but this our Re- 
deemer has done; * He died for our fins according 
to the ſtriptures. He hath redeemed us from 
the curſe of the law, being made a curſe for us.” 
It is further granted that unleſs this ſatisfaction be 
in every refpeft complete, anſwering all the claims 
of the Law-giver, maintaining, fully maintaininy 
huis dignity as the moral Governor of the world, 
and demonſtrating that the law by which he governs 
is holy, juſt, and good, we could not be freed from 
the moſt painful apprehenſions of having the penalty 


made & tins Complete. © He has magnified the law 
und made it honourable.” + On this account, 
therefore, „God is juſt, whilſt he is the Juſtifier 
of him that believeth in Jeſus. 9 The death of 
Chriſt then has given Death its mortal Wound, has 
freed us from its bondage, and put it into our power 
to triumph over it. Through Death he has de- 
66 ſtroyed him who had the power of Death, that i Is 
the Devil, and delivered thoſe who through fear 
8 wats death were all Oy" lie time ann to 
af} bon- 

+x Car, Ve 56. +a Job 5. IIa. xiii, ut, 9 e. iii. 26 
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of il © bondage.” It cannot now: come as a meſſenger 
IN of wrath, to ſummon us to anſwer for our crimes; 
ay Wl for thoſe crimes are all forgiven. It cannot now 
is materially affe& our intereſts, nor terrify . our con- 
ſes ſciences, it has no power left to hurt ; yea, as matters 
by now ſtand it cannot retain that ſemblance of power 
e- it exerciſes long; it is now, as 1 may ſay, a uſurped 
ng dominion. And the mighty Conqueror muſt ap- 
m pear, and put his threats into ee O death, 
. © 1 will be thy plague! O. TG 1 will be thy, 
be eee F e 


Us 1 > 
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ms 
ny Feds Christ receives - tho Souls of all real abi ris- 
Id, 5 and makes" them bappy with bimself whilst their 


rns bel ors U in the earth. 


lty "aſs #7 hs one Peet 3 very afflicted late 
has of many good people whilſt here on earth, one is 
aw MW almoſt tempted to think that death would be a relief 
nt, to them, even ſuppoſing they ſhould be detained in 
fer a ſtate of entire inſenſibility until the great reſur- 
of reftion morn. But this is a ſentiment too mean for 
has WW a chriſtian; too mean for one who gives full credit to 
ver our Saviour's promiſe to the penitent thief, To- day 
de- ** ſhalt thou be with me in paradiſe ;”+ or to Paul's 
t is beclrstion. when he ſays, ** We know that if our 
ear ** earthly houſe of this tabernacle were diſſolved, we 
toll have a building of God, A houſe not made with 
on- . Co « hands 
26 oſes iii. 14 + Luke xxiii, 43. 


3 
7 hands eternal i in the heavens.* We are confident, 
41 fay, and willing rather to be abſent from the 
* body and to be preſent with the Lord; r And 
elſewhere, when he expreſſes it as his earneſt deſire, 
to depart and to be with Chriſt which is far bet- 
ter. 9 No, brethren, the immortal, the nobler, better 
part of departed chriſtians | is not in a ſtate of inſen- 
ſibility, is not fleeping in duſt, but is with Chriſt. 
For this they have been longing, for this they have 
been training up under the tuition of the Spirit of 
God, who not only fits them for that bleſſed ſtate, but 
is the earneſt of their enjoying it; © He that hath 
_ * wroughtus for this ſelf ſame thing i is God, who alſo 
bath given unto us the earneſt of bis Spirit. 85 
T heir immortal ſpirits join the aſſembly above, an 
aſſembly compoſed of * the ſpirits of juſt, men 
made perfect.“ Freed from all the pains'and fins 
| that have attended them whilſt here; having all thoſe _ 
holy affeQtions which were implanted i in them by 
the hand of God, and which only here began to 
| bud forth, ripened i in full maturity ; ; they are bleſſed 
; with the i viſion of God and the Lamb, 
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ployed in gazing upon his lontes, i in feaſling u on 

his love, i in praiſing him for all his boundless excel- 
lencies!, Yes, thither the ſpirits of the juſt aſcend ; 

thither the immortal ſpirit of our dear departed Sir. 

| ter has we doubt not taken her flight, and there been 

1 hailed 


*2 Cor. v. i. 1. 1 Verſe 8 phil. i. 23. 42 Cor. v. 5. 


5 | nw 1 


a | hailed by all che glorious hee fas 
of light, and admitted to a participation of all their” , 
| tranſporting joys. This being the caſe, ſhall we 
daubt whether God hath. given; us the victory or 


no? Is death to be feared:?. yea, are not its ap- 


F 

: which is mortal in us may ſuſtain, and whatever 

i ſtruggles expiring nature may feel, would it not be 

. a; much greater calamity to a chriſtian not to die at 

; all,: than to feel the momentary pains. and: ſtruggles, 2 
; which attend his diſmiffion from mortality, but 


1 


i hib att him + e ae. N ; 
| >» ae. Cori. attends and mpar them: in « tir : 
0 


Up 5 not. N . 3 5 ik Ps. 
; not only does he receive their fouls: to himſelf, but 
ö he alſo watches: over and ſupports them in their 
K —— Hence the Pſalmiſt could fay,. 
Vea, though I walk through the valley of the 
46 ſhadow: of death I will fear no evilz for: thou: art 
with ime; thy rod and thy ſtaff they camfort me, 
And the Apoſtle, II know whom I have truſted; 
n perſuaded that the is able to keep that 5 
'© which: P have committed: unto him- againſt that 


68 85 From the n which the Redeemer! 5 
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has over the inviſible worlds, and from all ike ful- 
neſs of grace that dwells in him, no doubt can be 
entertained of his ability to keep them ſafe and hap- 
py: both in the proſpects and under the ſtruggles that 
attend their departing moments, as well as through 
the immenſity of ſpace, peopled with ten thouſand 
ſpectres, which imagination may paint as exiſting 
between this world, and the place of their final 
abode. Nor is there more reafon to doubt of his 
willingneſs than his power; The day of death is 
not only a peculiarly intereſting ſeaſon to us, but 
it is equally ſo to him; . Precious in the ſight of 
the Lord is the death of his ſaints.”* Surviving 
friends and relatives take a peculiar pleaſure in ad- 
; miniſtering - ſupport to the dying; and ſhall not 
Chriſt do ſo? He has more intereſt in dying ſaints 
"than ever ſurviving parents, or huſbands, or chil- 
dren can have in them. They never loved them 
ſo as to die for them; but he has. A child repoſes 
itſelf ſeeure in the boſom of an indulgent, tender 
mother, whatever dangers may ſurround it: much 
greater cauſe has the chriſtian to repoſe himſelf, | 
when dying, in the boſom of his Lord. This may 
well allay our fears, and render our peace of mind 
ſecure in the apprehenſions of all that is gloomy in 
dying, and ſuggeſt a further reaſon for ſaying, God 
hath given us the 0 Ore Jefus Wr our 
Lord. But, lille A | 1 
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155 Ia Cbriat will come and raise our bodies at the 
lax ww: 5 | | 
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1 66 He will, _ 5 31 ps heaveit with. | 
«the voice of the Archangel, and the trump of God. 
« and the dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt. “ He will: 
raiſe the bodies of all his ſaints; not one of them 
ſhall be overlooked. He will raiſe their bodies 
immortal, ſo, that decay and death ſhall be ſet at 
everlaſting defiance. He will raiſe their bodies 
and adorn them with. undiminiſhed glory; He 
« will faſhion them like unto bis own glorioits body, 
«+ according to the mighty power whereby. he 
« able to ſubdue all things unto. himſelf.” + * 2 11 is 
ſovn in corruption, it is raiſed in incorruption; 
* it is ſown in diſhonour, it is raiſed i in eres. it 
65:28: ſown in weakneſs, i it is raiſed in power; it is fown' 
+ natural body, it is raiſed a ſpiritual body. 
FThis corruptible muſt put on incorruption, and 
« this mortal muſt put on immortality. | And when 
this corruptible ſhall have put on incorruption, 
* and this mortal ſhall. have put on immort lity, 
then ſhall be brought to paſs the ſaying that is, 
* written, Death is ſwallowed up in victory.“ It 
is true this work appears to us clogged with innu- 
merable difficulties, and the doctrine which teaches 


it, was of old thought incredible; but when we re- 
collect that it is the * e to whom this 
| Work 


21 Thef, iv. 16. +Phil, in. 21. t x Cor. xv. 43, 4. and 33754. 
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Work is committed. itzdifficulticsat'oncevenith, and 
the doftrine which teaches it riſes ſuperior to oppo= 
ſition; like the ſun when it riſes i in its full ſtrength, 


and\diffipates ali the miſts and clouds which would 


_ famobſcure its luſtre. So certain is this moſt mo- 
mentous event, that according to the judgment of an 


inſpired Apoſtle, to queſtion the truth of it is the 
ſame-as to-queſtion whether Chriſt himſelf be riſen. 


But Chriſt is ziſen; and therefore all his ſaints ſhall 
riſe. Yes, brethren, that illuſtrious day wilt ſpee- 
_ dily dawn, in 


which we- ſhall- beheld myriads of 
glorthed' bodies, riſing from their duſty beds, to be 
again animated by holy, happy ſpirits; in which 


ve ſhall ſee them ſtanding before the Throne, diſ- 
to himſelſ à glorious church not having ſpot or 
einkle or any ſuch ching. Amongſt them ſhall 
we moet all thoſe we have known and loved, to 
whom we: haue been united-in the tendereſt ties, 


and from. whom we ſhall never more be ſeparated. 


hen in its higheſt; nobleſt extent, all we realize 
the: dofirine we haye been pleading: God hath 
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dere be given us the va Erben, 
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All the ſchemes which human wiſdom has for- 


med are quite defective here. All the expedients 


which the wiſeſt and moſt renowned Philoſophers 
have adopted, have been altogether inſufficient - 
either to ward off the ſtroke of death, or to ſupport 


us under it. They have given us no certain de- 
monſtration that there is a ſtate of future exiſtence. 
Inſtead of demonſtration, they have vended only 


conjettures; and inſtead of thoroughly believing 
the doctrine they have advanced on this head, they 
have only wisbed and boped it to be true- And 
whatever confuſed ideas of the exiſtence of a future 


fate they had, their ideas of the nature of it, of its 


employments, and its delights, were ſtill more con- 
fuſed. But ſuppoſing them to have formed ſome 
tolerable certain gueſſes reſpecting the immortality 
of the ſoul, and its ſeparate exiſtence; of the reſur- 
rection of the body, and the bleſſedneſs of that other 
part of man, they had no conceptions. And hence 
when Paul preached up that ſublime and glorious 
doctrine at Athens, the very ſeat of human bene, | 
ſome of their renowned ſages exclaimed, '** What 
„will this babler ſay?” And others, He ſeemeth 
to be a ſetter forth of ſtrange Gods. And 
however defective their ideas of a future ſtate may 
have been, their ideas of a preparation for. it were 


more defeftive ſtill. How can man be juſt with 
5 > OT” How can fin be * pardoned, and ſouls re- 


newed? 
Ads xvii, 18. 
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nom?! were: queſtions they marks: never anſwer. 


Z Some ideas they had of the fall of man, and of che 


vity ot human nature, thaugh for want of the 
information the ſcriptures only give, they knew 
not how to accquat for it; but of its recovery they 
knew nothing at all. We need not therefore wonder 
if underalltheſe circumſtances one af the maſt cele. 
"MW ee e calls death · The moſt terrible 

4 of all terribles; nat bat when any of their 
friends eee eee it. they conſidered 
them as for ever loſt, and gave vent to their grief 
an the occaſion in a manner the moſt extravagant 
aud cruel. Death reigned over them with uncon- 
trauled ſway; evade his ftroke 1 . 
a S eee e . 


Bur ben ne is. "te ape "That 8 
| gives us the moſt fatisfactory account of a future 
ſtate; but atquaints us with the way to be happy 
ho is able not only to upbold us under the trou- 
bles of life, but to make us more than conquerors 
over death. That goſpel not only repreſents death 
28 deprived of that with which it chiefly wounds, 
but tripped of all its leſſer terrors. Life and im- 


LA ;_ mortality are brought to light by it; and at that 


moment when every thing elſe proclaims our death, 
+ the ee tells us we begin in the ore ſenſe to 


live. 
„ Arxiſtotle. 


＋ wa" 


Ves, when all befide calls eo mourning und 


eee gofpel puts a ne feng into our 


quivering lips, and bids us challenge Wee 
"ws and e e e ee at. r 


n gvtivas xhen is the gofpel! wok: 0 


e does our Redeemer uppear, when clad wich 


the ſpoils of mighty death! deathihas.conqueredihoſe 


hoon: none elſe could conquer; but Chriſt has 


e EAT congre- 


eat be een drteraat in his mighty. Nefleomer. = 


How . is to „l. 9 are fie on | 
informed. It is by receiving und relying upon 
him as your only Saviour. And oh! of how much 
importance is it that this be ſpeedily attentled to! 


you are all dying men; your bodies ripening for 


the grave; your ſouls waiting a fummons to appear 
before God. And if deſtitute of an intereſt in this 
mighty Deliverer, how deplorable your ſtate! Death 
will attack you in all its moſt formidable array. 
And at that period when others ſhout for victory 
over death, death will boaſt of everlaſting conqueſt 
over you. Death in all its apes; death as the 
F midifier of wee en as the executioner of 
4 THO - 
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Jehovah's s wrath, the firſt and the ſecond 88 
all will have the dominion over you! Oh, how 
neceſſary is it that you fly, ſpeedily fly to him that 
you may be delivered from its power, and raiſed 
above its fears! Let the importance of the matter 
itſelf; let the ſpeedy approach of this enemy; let 
the ſolemn fcene preſented now before your eyes; 


nl. een n _ eto ali 


* | Slows | ; 7 3 we hs when we. 8 rea- 
eee that our deceazed Friends and Relatives bave 
obtained this Wee | 


hor bleſſed be God this 2b vg we in 5 pre- 
ſent caſe. In this no one will contradift me. It is 
not my practice to paſs eulogiums on the dead, nor 
hall I now attempt it. But I do not forbear be- 
cauſe I have no fnaterials for it. No, Sirs, many 
"The have not obtained morg clear views of the 
. glorious. goſpel, who have not exerciſed a more 
chearful and entire dependence upon the Saviour, 
_ who have not been more early devoted to God. 
who have not borne affliction more patiently, who 
have not filled up the ſeveral duties of ſocial and 
relative life in a manner more exemplary and more 
endearing; ; many, I ſay, who had no better claim 
to the love and eſteem of all who knew. them, who 
_ were not better neighbours, beiter friends. better 


wives, 


"(+ 
wives, better members of churches, have had their 
excellencies celebrated in a long panegynie, in 
which all who heard acknowledged the juſtneſs of 
the praiſes. But I forbear. You knew her man- 
ner of life, purpoſe, faith, long-ſuffering, charity, 
patience. "You knew her to be one of thoſe to 
whom the victory belongs; and bleſſed be God, ſhe 
knew it too; and had it been the will of God to have 
continued her capacity of ſpeaking. we doubt not 
but ſhe would have borne teſtimony to it to the laſt. 
She is indeed now gone for a time from us; called 
away from the ſociety, and torn from the embrace 
of us, and of him to whom ſhe was moſt cloſely 
united, and to whom ſhe was deſervedly dear; her 


remains are now ſealed up in à coffin, and will 


ſhortly be depoſited in duſt. But ſhe has obtained 
the victory. She is now employed in celebrating 
the praiſes of him to whom the victory i is Wholl) 


to be aſcribed. 08 of ns ou my dear ar fir, 
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. The Friday before. het death the. amen aa than uſual, 
and continued ſo Saturday and Lord's Day, but not foil | as to lead 
any about her to apprehend her death was ſo near: but about fix 


: o'clock on Monday morning her ſurviving relative being called into | 


her chamber, found her in ſtrong: convulſions, and quite unable to 


ſpeak; in which ſtate ſhe continued till about two. 0 clock on Tueſ;, 


da afternoon whe: ſhe breathed her laſt. | | 5 
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+; Rev. Mr, Horſey, of rere, M 72 r Mather, i L 
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V mho are about to take your leave of a beloved child: * 
nnd you my eſſeemed brother, who are about to ſee 

depoſited in earth, her who was to you the deareſt 
ol all living; think of this all of you the mourning 
relatives of the dear deceaſed. I knew her worth 
too well to think that in the preſent caſe you have 
no cauſe for grief; and I love you too well not to 
| make your grief my own, and mingle my tears with 
yours. But you will not interrupt her ſhouts for 
victory with your lamentations for her loſs. But 
ſhe is-not loſt to us. She is only taken from us for 


2 hort time. e ae mated me 


a e eee 


x ond kr hes e e e ee 
eee eee naintance with the realities 
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1 urider the loſs of thoſe we hold moſt dear, and be 


F en oohurannfox 
de 138 | hs re, ur, erm de 


eren S and be art 

5 reater courage to engage in our laſt conflict. 
| Hereby ſhall we obiain 3 1 enter- 

7 tions 


i 


G 


2 ns” wy * 2 _ 
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| tions looſened from the tranſient ſcenes of 4 pre- 


ſent world, and be enabled to enter more fully into 
the ſpirit of our text, Now thanks. be to God, 

* which giveth us the victory through Jeſus Chriſt 
* our Lord!” Yes, a growing acquaintance wih 


_ theſe important realities will frequently preſent to 


our view, the ſolemn, the pleafing, the tranſporting 
proſpe& of a deſcending Saviour, crowned: with 
glory, and attended by. all the myriads of the hea- 


venly hoſt, ſaints riſing and clothed.with immor- 


tality, with breaſts fired with a_glow of heavenly 
tranſport before unknown, eager to embrace their 
deareſt Lord, and grace the triumphs of the day; - 


and amongſt them thoſe we have known and loved, 
who have flept in Jeſus, but whoſe loſs we have 


long deplored. Ves, we ſhall ſee that day preſent 


to our view, when we too ſhall: be: clothed in the 


ſame garments of immortality, and. with them for 
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T HE: remains bd our Jeu! ſiſter are now interred 
nin the filent grave. She is gone t to the © houſe 
<5; Apia for all living.” to her vg ne. 
* and tie: mourners 80 about che e frects.” mY. 
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FT thereaſonsare, becauſe! you will ſee her face and 
; hear Her voice no more, nor ever again behold the 


ring ſmile of ſweet complacency which always 
anifeſted itſelf in her countenance when ſhe con- 


1 verſed with'her friends; I de not wiſh 55 & re. 


ay and mitigate it 'Þ 


t is, I would not have 
You ſorrow as men n without Tope. | 


* 
0 


" Alba, my | Hoa WY to what Saint John "= 
$6 And I heard a voice from heaven, ſaying unto 
„ me write, bleſſed are the dead who die in the 


N n from henceforth; TR, faith the Spirit, that 
| 11 | 5 VF they \ 


WE 


1 they: may reſt from their labours, and their. works 


1 do follow them. *. A proper application of this 
ſcripturetoexiſting circumſtances may impart great 
conſolation & Tory in A cc ae diſtreſs. | 


The d 105 pious ie is coals 46 when ä 
and joy. Our grief ſprings chiefly from that affec- 
tion which their ſociety raiſed in our breaſts. The: 
more uſeful they have been the greater will be the 
eſteem in which they will be held; and when re- 
moved by death, the more will they be miſfed and 
lamented; for as death diſſolves every relative bond, 
o the greater the number of their relations in ſociety 
to hom they have endeared themſelves by an affec- 
tionate diſcharge of relative duties, the more exten · 
ſive, intenſe and durable muſt be the grief ene 
en n and W e 


Sor this e biens ood in ſeveral WY 
tions to you, and diſcharged each with a moſt en- 
dearing propriety —Hencgsthis houſe is crowded: 
with mourners: and tears are ſhed in abundance: | 
while one meditates one, and other's many, good 


things which were ſaid and done by her; a recollec- 
tion of theſe, and things of a ſimilar nature; crowd 
on our mind till they fill us with anguiſh for our 
Toſs, and cauſe our grief.t to RN eee few 
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gcaſion; but N are EF others which are 


grounds of future joy, and I requeſt you to conſider 


them attentively to alleviate. the bitterneſs of this 


diſtreſsful hour. Is not our grief ſelfiſh in a too 
great degree? Is it: not more ſo than we are diſ- 
hoſed to allo w. or able even to conceive at this ſea- 


ſon? Say, is ſhe. loſt, except to us? Is ſhe not 


rather departed before us to be with Chriſt Jeſus ; 
and while we mourn our loſs, are we not forgetful 
ol what ſhe has gained? This is a ſabbath of great 

affliction to us on her wandt. but a vs " 2 
ble bliſs. to her. RR raven | 55 
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0 e r on 2 in is, thee 
the i is taken from the evil to come. Bleſſed are 
© the dead who die in the Lord, from henceforth.” 
The fact is, they were always bleſſed who died in 


-the Lord; but as peculiarly diſtreſſing times were 
then about to commence, it was an addition to their 


bleſſedneſs io be called away by death before the 
ſtorm came, and early enough to eſcape the calami- 
ties about to come on the church and the World. 


1 conceive of the ſlate of things in neatly; the ſame 
way now: the horizon of this half of the world is 
covered with thick clouds how long it may be ere 
the divine providence may clear the ſky—how far 


de the enen extend, and 1 in what op 


5 5 33 1 l 
| tempeſtuous wind, may fall moſt heavily, pry prove 
moſt fatal—and what portion of the ſtorm God may 
have allotted for us, and of what continuance it 
may be, who can tell ? That we ſhall fuffer no- 
thing exceeds my hope, and that we may ſuffer lit- 
tle or nothing ſhall be my conſtant prayer. But 
however theſe things may be, it is the happineſs of 
our dear friend to be completely delivered from all 
future evils. There are troubles which may come 
on chriſtians in this world that are worſe than 
death. ls it not a comfort then to her well-wiſhers, 
that whatever may befall us in this evil world, no 
evil can reach her? Her heart cannot be pained 
with evil tidings; it is fixed truſting in the Lord. 
| She is in a ſituation where no alarms can reach her 
- breaſt; were the whole human race in arms fight- 
ing againſt each other, with all the clamour, confu- 
ſion malice and rage, which hell could. inſpire, and 
TR enmity could Alpin So nn it, 


4; 
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ce They now might fight and rage and 1 OY FP 5 
She can perceive the noise no moe 
. Than we can hear a shaking leaf, tn 01 Tow 
While ng thuniders round us roar. oY 9 
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No, the is a bs earis «of, all alarms of dari - 
ger and woe, and out of. light of all diſmal heart 

ſickening ſcenes, in Whatever forms, 2 might 
pen 8. for tha, entered 
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£2 of . ſafety n ieee 
We bave ſeen her ſicken, beheld her die, and wit- 
ne buen eder de _—— 


can never give 0 a moment's trouble, and hr 
On <a are at reſt. : 
66— PT RAAIY eee 
— faved from future afflictions which might 
come, but alſo from all preſent evils. To theſe ſhe 
was no ſtranger; her relative happineſs was great, 
her religious, conſiderable ; but as to perſonal happi- 
nefs, as i refpefts the important bleſſing of health, 
few enjoyed leſs comfort, or experienced more 
afllidtion.—I am informed that ſuch was her ftate 
of weakneſs and ill health, even from her infancy; 
| that we may juſtly adopt the language of Jacob, on 
| her account, and ſay, ** few and evil were the days 
*of the years of her life. I think of the evils of life 
few are worſe than continual fickneſs. It is evi- 
dently adapted to make the ſufferer loath the world, 
and painfully ſee the propriety, and fee] the force 
of Solamon's words, « vanity of vanities, ſaith the 
* preacher, all is vanity and vexation of fpirit.” 
But now ſhe is delivered from this, and all other 
evils. No want, no fear, no pain, no diſappoint- 
mem, no trying providence, no temptation, no ri- 
A * er any other evil 


g incident 
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incident to human life can ali her. This is the 
advantage of dying, to good people ; a part of the 
bleſſedneſs of thoſe who die in the Lord, for they 


reſt from their labours. Her laſt conflict was bit- _ 


ter, but the fruit is ſweet. The race is run, and the 
fatigue is over; the conflict is paſt; and the advan- 
+ tage is poſſeſſed : then let us comfort ourſelves with 
a reflection on theſe things. The higheſt ſource 
of conſolation to your oppreſſed minds will be, a 
reflection that ſhe has attained to the ee, of 
ons and eternal aver fon 8 : LA 
She now enjoys thi end of 105 faith, the ſalvation 
of her ſoul. A conliderable time before the died; 
G6d enabled her to rejoice in the view of death, 
ſaying, ** O death, where is thy ſting,” &c.'"Theſe 
words at her requeſt vere to be the text of her 
funeral ſermon, and we have heard an exellent 
diſcourſe: from them. It is a merey of great 
magnitude to be able t to view death without horror; 
but much greater to be able to fejoice over it. T 
ſee it ſtingleſs, is to behold it harmleſs; yea friendly; 


friendly to the beſt intereſt of man; for if dea 


has no ſting, the law through Jeſus Chriſt has loſt its 

condemning power, and happy are the people who 

are in ſuch a caſe, for the goſpel has brought life 

and immortality to light for them. Heaven is the 

: Nee bicſlmg man can receive from God, and the 
| | | lea 


e 
leaſt God can beſtow on his faints. She is now 
in the reſt of the people of God, * where they reſt | 
in their beds, each one walking in his upright- 


Ml © nefs.”* Her fufferings Which were but for a 


" tate and portion now, as one of thoſe who feared 


moment, comparatively, have ended; and ſhe has 
received a far more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory. Her eyes have been bleſſed with a fight 
of God and of the Lamb, arid ſhe has received a 
crown of glory which ſhe has laid at the feet of 
- uſt ſaying with Saint John; to him who hath 
“loved us, and waſhed us from our fins in his own 
blood, to him be glory, for ever and ever. Amen.” 
© Ah, our dear friend has entered into the preſence 
T of God, where there is fulneſs of joy, and at his 
right hand pleaſures for evermore. This is het 


the Lord on earth. Nothing leſs belongs tothe 
joint heirs with Chriſt Jeſus than an inheritance, 
 Incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away ; 
which has God's immenſity for its fulneſs, his infi- 
nity for its termination. and his eternity for its 
date. Lou now fee the bliſsfulneſs of her preſent 
| Rate. She has paſſed through the gloomy gate of 
death, and has entered on the fair land of promiſe 
and delight. Rejoice then, ye righteous, in her 


ſtate, and forget your ſorrows, in a recollection of 
her joy. You have but a few weak reaſons foun- 
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and thoſe ſtrong. to rejoice on her account. 8 
have ſet theſe before you on purpoſe to alleviate 
your forrows, and preſent them as a goſpel- hand- 
kerchief, to dry up your tears. Take them then 
and uſe them to that purpoſe, and woep no more. 


Our beft ee of the ſolemn. event is s to 
ceaſe weeping for her death, and get ready to 
die ourſelves. - This is what I wiſh to enforce on 
all preſent. - Let us then attend to the preſent ſo. 
lemnity in a view; that it is appointed unto all once 
to die, and after that to appear before God in the. 
day of judgment. And let us alk what is neceſſary 
to prepare us for theſe things? It is an important 
queſtion, and will be uſeful if ſeriouſly 9 nd | 
we : enter into the Fir of the Arad | 


Many important and affe&ti "nas on man's 
depraved and ruined ſtate and conſequent ſubjec- | 
tion to death, have been laid before you by brother 
Steadman, in his uſual able manner. I will mere - 
fore only preſent you with a brief view of that Rate | 
of mind which evinces the ſubject Pare: | 
and leave you to determine the  juſtnels of your | 
claims rnd my 3 
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die is gain.“ Our departed friend poſſeſſed | 
this happy frame. I call vou to witneſs that ſhe 
ſincerely and ardently deſired to live by, and to the 
that ſhe + led dying as | gainfu). "om ſhe 
requeſted brother Steadman to preach her funeral 
ſermon from the ſaint's triumph over death and the 
Faye, 0 death, where is thy ſting ? of grave, where 
18 thy vibtory? Thanks be unto God who giveth 
us the viktory through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.— 
This was chriſtian- like in a very great degree. 
Her faith i in Chriſt led her to great and glorious 
expectations From him, even in the moſt impor- 
tant and deciſive moment of death. 


63 


Now let me atk. how many of this chriſtian 
aſſembly are thus prepared to die. I ſee but few 
who according to appearance are able to look on 
death i in the ſame light for themſelves. And I | 
- think ; & perdeive many who defire that attainment” 
who have it not. And perhaps you are afraid that 
| becauſe you cannot uſe the ſame language, as there- 
bore vou are not prepared to die in this manner, | 
Jou are not t prepared for death at all; but in this 
you may be miſtaken. Aſfurance of : an intereſt in 
the bleflings of the goſpel is different from that faith 
: in Chriſt which, is to ſalvation. Seldom do we 
20 * chriſtians p. poſſeſſed, of this confidence, 
: ES Phil. i. 41. : — 


WT 
as elder chriſtians are. | Young trees of righteouſ- 
neſs feldom bear this fruit. 


- Ol dpcenſol friend; whole age was about thirty- 
fix years, had been more than twenty years experi- 
mentally acquainted with her fallen ſtate and re- 
demption by Chriſt.* IT am informed by her ho- 
noured father that ſhe ſhewed a regard for religion 
at nine years of age, and from that time to her death 
ſhe has been walking in the ways of God. Her 
| knowledge of the ſcheme of redemption was enlarg- 
ing, and by degrees her ſoul flouriſhed into that 
free uſe and application of the infinitely rich grace 

of God in Chriſt Jeſus, that ſhe could look at death 
with compoſure, from the brink of the grave, where 
providence apparently had often placed her for ſome 
years before her death; there ſhe has ſat and ſweetly 
laid, O death, where is thy ſting? O grave, where 
* is thy victory. You may not have attained to this 
high mark of preparednefs for death, and yet may 
| have others, and thoſe ſufficient, —For inftance, if 
you are intereſted in the grace which is in Chriſt 
Jeſus, and eſpecially, if you know you are ſo, you i 
are really and exunently prepared to die. | 


Saint paul was an eminent ebene; he ſpeaks. 
of his intereſt 1 in Chriſt with "—_ ſaying, pe Th 
: E | | ES 44 live : £ 


— She was baptized on a profeſtion of 1 faith by the late Rev. J. 
Lacy, (Mr. Haiſcy's predeceſſor) at Poriſea, in the year, 1778. 
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live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved 
me, and gave himſelf for me.”* This many chriſ- 
' tians can alſo ſay, on the ſame grounds as he did, 
viz. as ſaved ſinners. Can you? If you can, you 
are well prepared for a change of worlds, whenever 
that event may happen; for thoſe whom Chriſt 

loves, and for whom he gave himſelf muſt be in 
happy circumſtances. Depend upon it they are 
well provided for. A time and an eternal late will 
produce abundant evidences of this. Such perſons 
have a title to everlaſting life, and knowing they 
have an intereſt i in his regards, they have confidence 
that eternal felicity belongs to them. Is this your 
_ caſe? If ſo, happy are you; but there may be many 
' here who may ſay, we have not that confidence; 
| what ſhall we do? Seek it my friends, ſeek it; for 
much of your comfort depends on your having it in 
fe, and eſpecially in death. But if you are defi- 
cient in this confidence, can you bring ſufficient 
evidences that you are- intereſted in the Redeemer, 
for then you will prove your everlaſting ſafety, 
one you may not be able to take the comfort of 
it, at preſent for want of the confidence of which 
3 been ſpeaking. If you cannot ſay Chriſt 
is your's, can you ſay God has changed your hearts, 


bo dat you defire he ſhould be? Are you truly 


| ſeeking ſalvation by him, and in no other way? 
7 Can you oy that your: hearts deſire and earneſt 
F PRE . prayer 
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prayer to God is, that · Chriſt may be made of Gd 
«unto you, wiſdom, and righteouſneſs, and ſanctifi- 
cation, and redemption?” Is nothing ſo. great a 
grief to you as ſin? Is nothing ſo deſirable to your 
' ſoul as the holy mercy of God in Chriſt ? Do you 
' earneſtly pray for the Holy Spirit's influences to 
make you pure in heart, and to enable you to walk 
in holineſs and righteouſneſs all the,days of your 
life? If you poſſeſs theſe things, your ſtate is good, 
you are ſafe, and you are prepared to die, though 
you know it not. You may fear, but are in no 
danger; you may be, and at times are, veryuncomfort- ; 
able about the event of dying, but cannot be un- 
| ſafe; the tender mercy of God is exerciſed towards 
you in a variety of ways, and three parts of the 
© .goſpel are addreſſed to people of true grace; but 
of weak faith, and ſtrong fears. Hence from the 
ſcriptures, you are aſſured that though you ** ſow 
in tears, you ſhall reap in joy.” Divine pity 
ſays, Fear not, thou worm Jacob, I am with 
e thee, be not diſmayed, I am thy God.” The | 
Lord Jeſus ſays, thoſe who receive him have the 
privilege beſtowed on them of being the ſons of 
God. He bleſſes the pure in heart, with a promiſe, 
| chat they ſhall ſee God. And though Chriſt re- 
bukes you for the weakneſs of your faith, he does 
not withdraw his paternal regard from you, nor de- 
I 0 you relationſhip to him; but aſſures you that 
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true faith, though attended with great timidity, and 
helpleſſneſs, is entitled to divine proteftion; and 


therefore affirms, that none ſhall pluck you out of 


| his hand, and in the true ſpirit of his character as 
mighty to ſave, ſays to all his humble followers, 
Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father's good 
* pleaſure to give you the kingdom. 
there is not one amongſt us who deſires to live the 
life and die the death of the righteous, but God 


In a word, 


will grant to that perſon the deſire of his heart, and 
do —— RE above all that he can * 
or think. ä i 


I have now brought the marks of preparedneſs 
for death as low as poſſible, that you might be able 
to form a judgment of your own ſtate, each for 
himſelf, I do this under the impreſſion that funeral 
ſervices are not for the benefit of the dead, but the 


living. And anxious ſome good may reſult from 
the preſent ſolemnity, Lhave made theſe remarks, 


the purport of which are to aſſure you. chat with - 


out repentance toward God, and faith in our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, reſulting from the divine Spirit's 


influence, you are not fit to live, nor prepared to 
die. But if you poſſeſs theſe things, though you 
may be uncomfortable, yet you are ſafe, God is 


your friend; Chriſt your Redeemer, and heaven 
your home. To you n may be terrific. but 
79 | cannot 
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cannot be hurtful. He will prove a 12 friend, 
and promote, nay. perfect, your beſt intereſts; and 

put you in poſſeſſion of your higheſt hopes, al- 
though he appears in the maſk of a determined and 
horrid foe, Ves, trembling believer, you may be 
aſſured, that as God preſerved you for, ſo he will 
much more preſerve you in, Chriſt Jeſus, and that 
you ſhall be kept by the power of God ae | 
faith to —— life, 


I will now conclady my 1 addreſs with a a 


1 words to the relatives and * of the de- 


ceaſed. 


"A. her relations, 
that I feel your loſs: conſiderably. . I am ſenſible 
ſhe was a real chriſtian, and alſo an amiable friend. 
Vou, my dear brother, have by death removing 
her, loſt a dear friend, the companion and wife of 
your youth. You are now painfully experiencing 


that all earthly enjoyments are abſolutely uncer- 


tain. Her death is a very afflictive ſtroke to you, 
yet I hope it will be attended with this ſalutary 
conſequence; it will mature your mind to feel for 
many you may be called to converſe with, when 
their peace is broken, by bereaving providences, as 
vour's is now. Your future endeavours to com- 
fort ſuch will have an nn well as- ſuitability, 

| 1 vo 


4 


S 3 


ANY till now, you could not poſſibly acquire, 
and-which, I hope will prove in every ſuch caſe 
highly beneficial. Your perſonal ſufferings now 
therefore may be to the benefit of many hereafter, 
in ſeveral ways, and this good may come to them 
out of the diſtreſs which has befallen you. Be- 
ſides, as my account of your dear partner has rather 
been ſaying leſs than I might than more, I cannot 
but hope thoſe views will * ür time and place 
in n conſolation. | 6 


When 1 a you, Sir, "a nd e | 
1 feel a peculiar emotion in my mind, I feel a 

mixture of grief and pleaſure. In the midſt of the 
general ſorrow. which pervades this large aſſembly, 
you ſeem to have. moſt reaſon: for grief, and yet 
have the ſtrongeſt motives for perfect reſignat ion 
to this ſolemn diſpenſation of divine providence. 
l When ſhe was born you ſcarcely: expected ſhe 
| would ſurvive an infant ſtate. Her childhood and 
youth were attended with conſtant dangers of mor- 
ality; and her late years with much affliction ; yet 
I you have ſeen her brought through infancy, im- 
preſſed with religion in hos. childhood, * preſerved 
-through-youth, happily ſettled in marriage, and in 
eircumſtances of happineſs and peace, removed by 
55 ys mn God. What more. my 


Re vn 4 dear 
The, ci 15 her bring M 3 was much blefſea to her | 
when not more than . age. | 
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deer Sir, could you deſire ? Youhave lived to fin 
her born into the world, born of God and. glorified. 
What better; as her father, and a+ miniſter of the 
religion of Jeſus, could you wiſh. Of all who 
have adopted Job's words, you may, with a pecu- 
| liar propriety, make uſe of them: The Lord 

„gave, and the Lord hath taken a 2 n 
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members of this church, to improve this event, as 
it is a proof and pledge of your mortality; by fol- 
lowing the example ſhe ſet before you, of graces 
and virtues, and by conſidering that although the 
bond of union and communion is apparently diſ- 
| ſolved, it is in fact only relaxed. The God of 
grace has taken your friend from the church here 

to the church in heaven. It is the ſame church in 
two ſtates; ſhe is perfected, and you are training. 
Go on then, brethren, and follow the good exam- 
ple of the pious dead. Be ye followers of them 
„ho through faith and patience inherit the pro- 
miſes, and having veaſed to commune with them 
here, ſeek a preparation to commune with them 
above: and may this be your peculiar happineſs in 
relation to your friend and fellow member, whoſe 
removal by death is the cauſe of my preſent addreſs. 
Finally, I entreat every one in this numerous 


* 
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ion e the preſent ſolemn event. 


* . 


To conſider time is ſhort; the ſalvation of the ſoul 


' Precious; that real religion is needful ; that Chriſt is 

the way, and the only way to God and heaven; that 
we ſhall ſoon be called to join the congregation of 
che dead, and our ſouls in a ſeparato ſtate be happy 


or miſerable for ever. Should we die without an 
intereſt in Chriſt, we ſhall expire without hope, and 
| periſh without remedy. You have my beſt wiſhes 


for your ſpiritual and eternal proſperity; and I con- 
elude with the advice God gave t. to N e 
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